Page 8

Sun 'n Fun SpIaSh IN = | Due to a lower water level this

year, his landing gear snagged on the
lip of the ramp. Unable to climb the
ramp, he proceeded over to an ap %
in parently smoother beach area...still
with the gear down. One main then
planted deeply into the mud and he
began to pirouette loudly in a circu %

The Fun Meter always goes up when
airplanes and water come together, espe %o
FLDOO\ ZKHQ WKH DLUSO
designed for that purpose.

Although they appear to be quite nofb
mal, seaplane pilots, in a very subtle way, |

DUH XQGRXEWHGO\ GLkHU = U sr~v _ larfashion that only dug deeper and
ses or are possessed by an underlyingin9%$? HHSHU LQWR WKH PXFN /LNH D A\ RQ SDSHU

B . == ternal happiness. They never talk about Sixty or so of us waded out there we could lift the thing up and out. It was

it because it is already understood...a simple truth. Flying Waterbirds is sim 94nore fun to just watch. And besides, the mud was really black and just like

ply more Fun! tar. Eventually, with the crew out of the plane and pushing hard, the Goose
came Loose! We all cheered “Freedom!” and applauded his release from such

The Thursday Splash In draws waterbirds of all species, from the diminu 9" indignity. Thanks to whoever you are....for it could have happened to any
tive to the Grand. Antiques to the very latest designs all come to make their Of us instead...if we owned a Goose.

PRPHQWDU\ ZDNHV RQ /DNH $JQHV W LV WUXO\ D SOHDVXUH WR ZDWFK 7R P\ XQ% ,
FDOLEUDWHG H\H RQH RI WKH ZHH RQHV D EO>Xou fepn<ermin\agks apeearedroyanigad R anotieen Geipraang fhis
DSSHDUHG QHLWKHU DEOH WR ARDW QRU WR A0e wWay ajveyy yarg Swmitap Buck WWih bipleng/ R<epnit eatas sl
RQ IDW OLWWOH WLUHV , HISHFWHG WR VHH LWVRxE PHHMIH VR R \B6 RY\s ® WKyQR P W&H B HOAH !
UHWUDFWHG DQG WKH FUDIW SXWWHUHG RXW WRNHBQ H §@DVDN/H\FFé— R \ROIEGR B WDW N NOHHG ZK
7KH GHJUHH FOLPE DQJOH OHIW PH DVKDPHGMRULVKYIY B DHBS @RRE WW P& WM IHQJUMWMV VW Xq 2

place. run was a sweet as his landing, and | was glad he remembered the gear down
part for his arrival over at the Fantasy of Flight grass runway.

All the way from Lake Winnipesaukee, i
N.H. came Kit Clews with his Erench If you go to Sun ‘n Fun next year, be prepared to witness the Splash In on

$LU &UHDWLRQ 7ULNH R j Y Lake Agnes. It's right next to the Fantasy of Flight museum and well worth
GLGQTW A\ GRZQ +LV 5.'5"‘ S oo . the short ride over from LAL. Shut% ... —

was the tow vehicle. | once was waitin tles will take you there for a nomi %
in |ine for boat gas at V\b'feboro When I’Ial feethat W|” then turn Into the
KH DQG WKUHH RWKHU I K [qost of getting your seaplane rating.
harbor there. It was like watching a line g =T o s
of pelicans gracefully and almost silently o S fun money you can ever spend.
passing by. “That's where | belong!” | said to myself. His Air Creation on

ARDWY LV HTXLSSHG ZLWK D VSHFLDO IRXU%EODGH SURS LV
530 ,W DOVR KDV DQ H[WUD PXyHU LQ OLQH WRNAVY»$EKRAVE WRAOHD i
says the quiet ride is almost like being a bird. The absence of the “mosquito
in your ear” sound is greatly appreciated.

‘HOGRQ 5RSS RZQHU R
QLQJ 7UDYHO $LU OH
lineup. His Blue and White biplane on
ARDWV LV H[WUHPHO\ UL
squint at it you could imagine what it
was like to see it in 1933 as a brand new
seaplane. It's a portable time capsule
DQG D SLHFH RI KLVWRU
regularly.

Equally impressive as an antique treasure is the beautifully red 1939 Cessr
$LUPDVWHU ARZQ LQ E\ WKH /DUVRQ )DPLO\ RI
and not considered to be “just an airplane”. The smooth deep rumble of the
Warner 165 engine would lead you to believe that it has been balanced anc
tweaked by careful hands....and it has.

On the leading edge of amphibious technology was the new SeaMax LSA
ZLWK LWV VOHHN FRPSRVLWH FRQVWUXFW LR C VD)
LQJ XS IRU WKDW RQH 8QIRUWXQDWHO\ WKH

7TKHUH FRXOG QHYHU EH D VSODVK LQ DQ\ZKI
SXEOLF 6HD%HHV *UDFHIXOO\ A\LQJ WKH FLU
WKH\ DUH OLNH A\LQJ KRWHO URRPV 1R PDWYV
ZLWK VHDWV WKDW OLH GRZQ ADW VR \RX KDY

&XEV RQ ARDWYV DUH PDQGDWRU\ IDNHV 0
Chiefs and Luscombes all made waves right along with my favorite, the
Grumman Goose. Nothing against the Wid %y |
geon, but | know the Lord intended for me to
one day have a Grumman Goose. Still waiting
| am. Entertainment was provided by a Goose
pilot for about an hour an a half. It was all un
intentional, of course, but we all owe that pilot
a debt of appreciation, knowing that he wished g
we were not there watching his plight. ‘




