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AVIONICS  INSTALLATIONS
Quality aircraft rewiring

custom instrument Panel installation
excellent workmanshiP

Terry Pearson    
A&P  FCC

860-510-2337

reeves air inc.
WesTerly, ri 02891

401-596-8559

KWsT

Sky AcreS Airport (44N)
      LaGrangeville, NY   914-456-2701

Thursday, Friday, Saturday & Sunday 7:30am – 3pm

Bring This Ad For 10% DISCOUNT on Thurs/Fri

The Perfect Landing Café

Daily
Lunch Specials

Call John at 203-730-0771 
www.pinemountainaviation.com

Pine Mountain aviation
Danbury airPort, Danbury Ct

 • Specializing in Tear Down Inspections 
 • Fast Turnaround on Cylinder Repair 
 • Lycoming & TCM Major Overhauls 

www.TopFlightPilotShop.com 
 Tel:  631-420-1900

For All Your AviAtion SupplieS
Owned By PilOts FOr PilOts

Republic Airport (KFRG)
Atlantic Terminal 

(RT 109) Farmingdale, New York

CHESTER AIRPLANE FACTORY
Annual Inspections & Maintenance 

for all types of piston singles & twins
We do Dynamic Prop Balancing

Richard Batchelder IA - Thomas Harris IA

(860) 526-1614
“We FIX IT Right”

VibraLITE™ WATCHES

• Rugged Stainless Steel
• Vibration Alarm
• Auto-Repeating Countdown
• 3 Time Zones: Local, Zulu, +   
• 8 Seperate Alarms Settings
•12 or 24 Hours Selection
• Large Digits and Display
• Backlight - for night reading

Distributed by Ritec LLC
Dealers Wanted call 603-887-5544

New Bedford Airport, New Bedford, Mass.
(508) 990-0166 • FAX (508) 990-0277

Wings & Flight Controls Rebuilt
Maintenance & Inspections

Door and Control Cables
AIRREPAIR01@MSN.COM

A I R C R A F T  R E P A I R S  U N L I M I T E D ,  I N C .
 Over 40 YEARS of Service

LSA Over the Years; Observing Trends

The LSA industry has done well to put more 
than 1,400 new airplanes in American skies in ap-
proximately three years. And we have yet to add 
deliveries of big companies like Cessna (SkyCatch-
er), Cirrus (SRS), Icon (A5) and more.  Light Sport 
Aircraft burst on the aviation scene in April 2005. 
By the end of that year, less than 50 had been reg-
istered with FAA. But in 2006, 2007, and so far in 
2008, growth has been brisk, if somewhat erratic. 

 It may seem a bit early to be blogging about an 
“historical perspective” on LSA, but looking at the 
trend line illustrates something I find fascinating. 

Sales of recreational-class flying machines closely 
track the major shows at which they’re exhibited: 
Sebring, Sun ‘n Fun, and Oshkosh. AOPA’s Expo 
also has an influence but it is less demonstrable 
than the other three. Also, you can easily see the ef-
fect of the 2008 U.S. economic slow-down that has 
afflicted general aviation as well as light sport avia-
tion. (Even bizjets may begin to show this effect, 
according to experts, as their backlogs mean pres-
ent-day strong deliveries were from orders placed 
in the economic high times of 2005.) Consumers 
of LSA buy them for fun flying as well as regional 
trips, so when the economy gets shaky, many pull 
back until they have a clearer view of what’s ahead. 
The good news is that current LSA businesses are 
rapidly building infrastructure -- check the growth 
in our FIRM List as an example -- and more new 
SLSA models are still in development.

 Martin Jetpack as a Part 103 Ultralight

While I can envision a military interest in such 
a machine (perhaps even considering it a bargain), 
sport flying use is likely to be limited by the six-fig-
ure price tag. Jetpack comes with a BRS parachute 
and “the goal is to provide impact protection from 
30 feet high.” The Martin Jetpack flew at Oshkosh 
in a carefully controlled environment. Two people 
held special “training wheel” grips on each side 
and Jetpack never lifted more than a couple feet 
off the ground. If you weren’t in the front row of 
the airshow demonstration you might have missed 
the flight (although not the noise). But Jetpack did 
fly and can qualify as a Part 103 ultralight, accord-
ing to New Zealand developer Glenn Martin. Be-
sides being the most compact Ultralight Vehicle 
at 5 x 5 x 5 feet, it’s probably the most expensive 
at $100,000. Martin said he has been working on 
the Jetpack for 30 years also developing a 200-hp 
two-stroke piston engine that pumps air through 
ducted fans to adjustable steering vanes to con-
trol flight. Jetpack specs A Jetpack pilot controls 
pitch and roll with the left joystick. A right stick 
is both a twist grip throttle and pivoting yaw con-
trol. The vehicle is built significantly from carbon 
fiber, weighs 250 pounds empty, carries five gallons 
of fuel, and while burning 10 gph, can fly about 
30 miles at 63 mph, the company indicated. The 
non-aviation media loved the Jetpack, publishing 
nearly 1,000 TV stories in the days after its debut 
at Oshkosh.

Southbridge Municipal Airport – 3B0
Southbridge, Massachusetts        508-765-7100

A great $100 hamburger destination–well worth the flight!
OPEN NOW THROUGH NOVEMBER 9.

• Monday Closed
  • Tues. & Wed. 6 am-2 pm

Breakfast & Lunch
  • Thurs. & Fri. 6 am-8 pm

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
  • Saturday 6 am-2 pm

Breakfast, Lunch
• Sunday 6 am-2 pm

Breakfast only


