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~ Race of the Century ~

Machine Specifications and results.

Make/Year: 1904 Franklin Roadster

Manufacturer: HH Franklin Manufacturing Co., Syracuse NY

Type: Two-passenger “horseless carriage”

Engine: Transversely mounted, 10 H.P. 4 Cylinder with jump start ignition and splash lubrication.

Weight: 920 lbs. w/o passengers

Top Speed: 15 – 20 mph depending on conditions.

Vs.

Make/Year: 1867 Concord Stage Coach

Manufacturer: Concord Coach Mfg., Concord NH

Type: Classic design, 6-12 passenger.

Engine: A pair of horses – typically draft breed.

Weight: 2,200 lbs. w/o passengers. 

Top Speed: With a good pair of horses and the right conditions, she’ll do about 15 – 20.

Results: On both days - From the word “go” the stagecoach kept a comfortable lead. ~ It was the driver of the Franklin who looked uncomfortable as he leaned forward and squirmed in a futile effort to make the Franklin go faster. The driver of the Franklin later explained that the engine was running on only three of four pistons. At the paltry speed of 10 mph on medium height grass – we think the 1904 Franklin never had a chance. 
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